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The Northern Illinois Parents’ Clubs 
For the United States Service Academies 

  

Cordially Invite You, Your Family and Friends to Attend 

The 25th Annual Illinois All Academy Ball 
  

On the Evening of Saturday, December 27th, 2008 

Marriott Oak Brook Hills Resort 

3500 Midwest Road 
Oak Brook, IL 60523 

(630) 850-5555 
  

Each member of the NIPC was mailed an invitation to this year’s All Academy 
Ball.  If you did not receive it,  you can go to the club’s website, 
www.usafanipc.org and the form is on-line for you to print, complete and 
send.    If you are planning on going, please take care of it now as RSVP’s 
due by December 5. 
 
For those who have not attended before this is a military ball that includes all 
5 service academies; Naval, Army, Coast Guard, Merchant Marines and Air 
Force.  The Cadets in attendance will be in uniform.  
 
If you would like to spend the night at the hotel, room reservations are 
available by calling 800-228-9290.  Guest rooms are available at Marriott Oak 
Brook Hills for $79.00 plus tax per night. When making your reservations, 
mention the Ball and tell them you are with the Air Force Academy so they 
can put you on the appropriate floor.  To guarantee the $79.00 rate, 
reservations must be made by December 7, 2008.            

  
Reservations this year will be sold on a first come, first serve basis.  All 
purchases must include payment at time of order. These reservations are 
non-refundable and payment must be received no later than December 5th by 
Terri Lanphear. Direct questions about this event to:  Terri Lanphear, 630-
365-5767. 
 
There will be a map for the Marriott Oak Brook Hills Hotel on the website for 
your convenience prior to the event. 
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���PRESIDENTS’ COLUMN -  

George & Sandy Primm 
 
Life never stops changing.  Right when we think things are fine and we can take a rest, we are 
presented with yet another challenge.  While the Northern Illinois Parents Club is a club of around 80 
member families, in reality that is a minimum of 240 active members with the parents and the cadets.  
We serve both the parents and the Cadets.  The amount of work, and the various personalities involved 
requires more hours of work for the leadership team than one would ever imagine.  The NIPC has been 
presented yet another challenge. 
  
Scott & Mary Schemenaur tendered their resignation as Presidents on September 24, 2008.  The Board 
accepted their resignation on October 9, 2008.  We want to make it clear that this was a personal 
decision of Scott & Mary.  The Board has supported, and would have continued to support their effective 
leadership as Presidents of the NIPC.  We asked them to continue in their position because of their 
effective, passionate and innovative leadership.  Those who have attended the events of the NIPC know 
the very positive impact their leadership was having as they continued the course of Joe & Pat Budzyn, 
and our past-Presidents. 
  
At the October 9, 2008 Board meeting Sandy & I were appointed Acting Presidents until the next Board 
meeting on November 13 (see the write-up later in the newsletter) as time was needed to address the 
realignment of the officer positions as a result of this resignation. At the November 13 meeting we were 
appointed Presidents and Tom & Mary Kashul were asked and agreed to be Vice Presidents. 
 
This is an active Board; they have all expressed their support of the club and their passion to step-up 
and continue what has been done over the years and continue and build the level of excellence.  For the 
Board these positions are not resume enhancement positions.  We will all do what is needed to be done. 
  
Since March, I have attempted to attend each NIPC event including the Alum luncheon in April where I 
experienced firsthand the knowledge that is available.  After each parent shared the updates on their 
cadets, it was almost always followed by the phrase, "but of course, just like USAFA, that could change 
for your cadet".  Change never stops.  Every year a new crop of parents will come up with new ideas and 
that is a good thing.  What will not change is our opportunity & responsibility to help our fellow members.  
  
The Class of 2013 and their parents have no idea what awaits them next June.  We do.  We will be there 
for them.  The Long Blue Line will be enhanced by the effective leadership of our Illinois Cadets; past, 
present and future. 
  
We all have a short time in which to be involved in the club while our Cadets are at USAFA.  Once our 
Cadets graduate we will have the privilege, opportunity & responsibility to support fellow members and 
all the Cadets.  We'll also be able to share the knowledge that we have learned through the many trials 
and tribulations, joys and achievements that Cadets and parents experience at USAFA. 
  
Get involved.  Be effective.  Treat others as you want to be treated.  We are here to serve others, not 
ourselves.  Our Cadets are the Cream-of-the-Crop; we know it, we are proud and we encourage them to 
face, conquer and continue with the daily challenges that they are presented at USAFA.  We should 
expect no less from ourselves. 
 
Let me use each Class Motto’s to summarize what would be our goals for the NIPC: 
 

2009 - “Our Time ”.  Now is the time.  It is up to us. 
2010 – “Strength Within ”.  We can do what we determine to do. 
2011 – “Endless Horizons ”.  We determine the extent of the excellence achieved. 
2012 – “Never Falter, Never Fail ”.  We will do both. 
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���NOVEMBER 13TH BOARD MEETING RECAP -  
 
As posted on the website, the Board met at Bolingbrook's Fountaindale Library on Thursday, November 
13.  We had a full agenda.  The first item on the Agenda was the installation of a President and Vice 
President.  These vacancies opened up in September when Scott & Mary Schemenaur resigned as 
Presidents and George & Sandy Primm vacated the Vice President position to become the Acting 
Presidents.  At the October 9 Board meeting, an Acting President was appointed by the Board and the 
VP slot was left open while the Board considered what to do at the November meeting. 
 
The Board voted unanimously to appoint the following to the open positions: 

Presidents:           George & Sandra Primm, C3C Joel G. Primm 
Vice Presidents:  Tom & Mary Kashul, C4C Tom Kashul, Jr. 

 
These positions will be filled until the March membership meeting at which time the officers for the 2009 
/ 2010 year will be elected.  Prior to the appointments, it was discussed by the Board that it would be a 
good idea if those who are appointed to fill these positions for the next 7 months be considered and be 
willing to fill the same positions at the March meeting elections.  This for the sake of continuity.  This 
year has been a challenge with an unusual number of officer changes which quite frankly has slowed 
some of the club functions and planning.  Only the incredible work done by individuals has kept things 
going.  It is thought that this plan will provide a great foundation for next year. 
 
Other items discussed: 
 

Newsletter.  A hard copy newsletter will be sent to every member on a regular basis.  Our 
intention is for quarterly newsletter at the minimum. 

 
All Academy Ball.  Invitations have been sent.  Please respond to Bruce & Terri Lanphear at your 
earliest convenience.  If you misplace it, please go the website for the registration form. 

 
Nominee Brunch.  The date will be February 15, 2009.  Location is being finalized.  The great 
news is we already have our USAFA speaker lined up.  Last year we had around 180 people in 
attendance and the next one will provide attendees the opportunity to enjoy the speaker, The 
Webguy !!!  Yes, the NIPC has made arrangements for the most valuable source for USAFA 
Cadets, The Webguy.  A USAFA graduate and now probably one of the most informed people on 
what a Basic Cadet should expect.  He's there every day.  His work is enjoyed by 1000's every 
day of Basic, from the first day of In-Processing right through Recognition in March. 

 
March Membership meeting.  Looks like Saturday, March 7.  Location to be determined, but 
we're trying to get it at an aviation related facility. 

 
Chicago Nite, April 18.  For those who don't know what this is, last year, under the leadership of 
Joe & Pat Budzyn and Scott & Mary Schemenaur, 10 NIPC parents were able to organize and 
travel to "The Hill" and Arnold Hall and provide a FEAST of Chicago food; deep dish pizza, 
Chicago style hot dogs, Chicago beef sandwiches, etc.  Also there were Chicago goodies for 
them to take.  This is going to take alot of work, but it was a HUGE success and the Cadets 
asked if we could do it 2 times a year.  Please consider helping.  There will be more info in the 
upcoming newsletters and on the website. 

 
Go to www.usafanipc.org  and go to either the Chicago Nite recap under the Meeting Recap / Pictures 
section of the website or take the direct link that is in the November 13 Board Meeting recap. 
 
While we are set for continued success, only the involvement of members will assure future success.  
You don't have to do much, filling out envelopes , sticking on stamps, making calls, etc. all adds up to 
success.  We can always use more people who have as much energy as Bruce & Terri Lanphear; we 
can only hope for that!! 
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- ACCEPTANCE DAY - NIPC PARENTS REPORT GREAT THINGS F ROM ATTENDING - 

The parents of the class of 2012 (Never Falter, Never Fail) who attended Acceptance Day are starting to 
report their experience, and it is GOOD !! The experience of the Upperclassmen parents helped a lot in 
encouraging the Class of ’12 parents to attend.  Here are some comments from the parents who did 
attend. 

Carl  Knighten  Acceptance day was fantastic!  I am so glad that everyone encouraged me to go.  I can 
tell you that next year as I talk to the parents of the class of 2013 I will tell them my story 
and encourage them to commit to the trip.  Seeing Andrew getting his boards pinned on and 
meeting the cadre as well as his fellow cadets made for a great day.  He was proud to show 
me around the area and have a tour of his room.  Very positive and upbeat visit.  As I was 
taking his picture in front of one of the jets a gentleman says “would you like me to take a 
picture of you both with your camera”  as I turned around to see who said that, it was Doc 
Colvin  the husband of Colonel Gail Colvin.  She congratulated Andrew and I asked if it 
would be ok for me to get a picture of the two of them and she eagerly agreed.  She spoke 
to us for a few minutes.  She is a very nice lady.  Afterwards I went down to the fields to watch him work 
out with the soccer team.  It was a shot in the arm for him and a blessing for me. 
 
Wanda Glitz  of Des Plaines (C4C Caitlin Glitz), went and sent some pictures back along with this note.  
The pictures are of Caitlin getting her boards, a picture with mom and one with fellow NIPC C3C Carly 
Olsowski of Elgin (If I remember Carly and Caitlin met at the Appointee Banquet in May and there is a 
picture of that in the Meeting Recap section of the website).  It was a great experience for Wanda and it 
sounds like she is not regretting going.  She learned that her efforts to get there counted !!  Everything 
counts !: 
 
The most inspiring speaker told them that everything they will ever do at the Academy and in life can be 
summed up in two words: EVERYTHING COUNTS.  He said anytime they are ever tempted to cut 
corners or take shortcuts or do something they shouldn't do, to remember that EVERYTHING 
COUNTS and someone will always be watching. Beautiful.  EVERYTHING COUNTS, words to live by. 

�
 
NIPC Cadets Carly Olsowski  (C3C) of Elgin with Caitlin Glitz (C4C) 
of Des Plaines on Acceptance Day.  On the right is Caitlin and 
Wanda on the Parade field. 
 

Barb Laleman  of Moline (C4C Alexis),  was not going to go to Acceptance but after learning of the 
great experience and what it would do for Alexis having her there to share in this great moment, this 
is the note she wrote along with Alexis' pictures on Acceptance Day: 
 

It was a wonderful experience and I am so glad I went!  The whole 
ceremony was great.  It's amazing to see over 4,000 cadets on the field.  
The weather was perfect.  I made it onto the field in time to see the 
shoulder boards pinned on.  We had a picnic lunch, Alexis showed me 
her room, we talked about lots of things.  She was glad I came and loves 
the Academy.  She's changed in 3 months from a great person into a 
great, more mature and self-possessed young woman who presents 
herself with dignity and grace.  I guess BCT worked! 

  
The attendance of the parents shows the positive influence of the Parents Club.  The parents of the 
4-digs did not know what the milestones are and that there are only a few that parents can share in 
and the first, and a very important one, is when the Doolies are “accepted” into the wing and their 
squads.  It is well worth going.  Thanks for sharing your experience and we hope that the parents will 
be there at the Appointee Banquet and the Doolie Picnic in 2009 to encourage the parents of the 
class of 2013 to do the same.  For many color pictures visit your club’s website at www.usafanipc.org   
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���AUGUST PICNIC RECAP ��  
www.usafanipc.org for many color pictures of the day’s events 

 
What a day; perfect temp and skies and a spirit of helpfulness and fun.  Wish work was this good?  
Oh yes.  The day started with the Presidents, Scott & Mary Schemenaur setting up the Pavilion for 
the many NIPC members who were going to enjoy the next 5 hours together.  It was very nice to see 
the upperclass parents answering the questions of the Doolie parents.  We talked about the Parents 
Weekend arrangements and wishing that we were leaving this week, not in two. 
 
The turnout was great and we wish that many more could have joined us, but that cannot always be, 
so here are pictures to enjoy. 

 
This is Gerry Phillips.  While the NIPC members were talking with 

each other, Gerry was at the grill preparing bratwurst and 
hamburgers.  He took great care in making sure each was done "just 

right" and they were.  Thank you Gerry, an example of "Service 
before Self". 

 
This is the "Where in the World" poster that Scott & Mary 

Schemenaur put together showing a picture of each cadet during one 
of their summer sessions.  Very cool.  It is amazing seeing where our 

Cadets were this summer. 
 

 

- NOMINEE BRUNCH, FEBRUARY 15, 2009 ���

 
As already mentioned, February 15th is looking to be very interesting.  Aside from the hopefuls for the 
class of 2013, we have secured the speaker.  We’ve always had a speaker from USAFA, along with 
Cadets to answer questions and mingle.   This year’s speaker is The Webguy !!  That should prove 
interesting and exciting. 
 
In order to make this a successful event, we need volunteers to do things, such as the table center 
pieces, sending out invitations, getting there early to set things up, etc.  Each one of these things 
won’t take a tremendous amount of time when split up.  Please consider volunteering.  You may 
contact Tom & Mary Kashul at 847-825-2876 or George & Sandy Primm at 630-305-9537.  Anything 
you can do will help, so please make yourself available.  
 
 

- CHICAGO NITE AT USAFA, APRIL 18, 2009 ��  
 
This past year’s Chicago Nite proved to be a HUGE success.  It brought a piece of Chicago at the 
perfect time between Recognition and Finals and provided a true taste of home with all the Chicago 
style food (hot dogs with all the fixings), Connies, Aurelio’s and Home Run Inn pizza (both thin and 
deep dish), Papa Charlies Beef, etc.  It was great.  The Texas Parents Club did this and they ran out 
of food; the NIPC did not run out of food; that was our goal and we achieved it !!!  We do things right 
!!!  The Cadets appreciated it so much they asked if we could do it twice each year.  It was worth all 
the work and time seeing the Cadets’ faces.  It was just as fun for the parents there serving them.  
We would like to provide our Cadets with this again. 
 
We have requested that Saturday, April 18, 2009 be reserved at Arnold Hall for the 2nd Annual  
Chicago Nite.  This will take a lot of work, but we can and will do it.  We have time to plan but need 
the following: 
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CHICAGO NITE CONT. 
 
 
Volunteers.  We need parents to do prep work here and at USAFA on the day of the event. 
 
Donations:  Three types of donations – Food stuff, giveaway items and monetary. 
 

Food:  Last year we had the pizza and the beef donated by the fine organizations listed above.  
We will need that again. 

 
Giveaways:  Chicago related items such as sports caps, snack food for the room, sports 
shirts, etc.  If you have a contact at any of the Chicago sports teams please contact them.  If 
you know a store that will donate those items, that will work also.  Start now. 

 
Monetary gifts:  If you know of a corporation that would be willing to donate, you can approach 
them and request it.  We will provide them with a letter for their records.  Fred Bell 
approached his employer, Molex, in March of this year and they donated a sizable sum to this 
past April’s Chicago Nite.  It might actually be easier to get the monetary donations and then 
work out something with a retailer to buy the Chicago items at a better price.  There are A 
LOT of ways to skin the cat here, but we need your help to get there. 

 
 

- YOUR CLUB WEBSITE  �  
By: George Primm, Webmaster 

 
We have made a big push to improve the website.  It is updated constantly.  As you visit the site you 
will notice several new sections; Cadet Profile, Meeting Recap, On-line registration and payment, On-
line purchase of our cookbooks. 
 
The key to an informative and relevant website is YOUR involvement.  Most of the information for this 
is either received from members sending in the information and pictures or by attending the functions.  
The most visited section, other than the Homepage, is the Cadet Profile section.  This is important as 
fellow cadets are looking at the page to get to know their fellow Illinois cadets.  It is also meant to be 
updated anytime the Cadet or the parent wants it to be. 
 
The Class of 2011 and 2012 have a great participation with the Cadet Profile page.  If your Cadet 
doesn’t have one yet, you have several ways to get one.  The first option is to go www.usafanipc.org 
and complete the On-line Profile.  Complete the form, hit the “send” and I’ll post it as soon as I get it.  
You can also email pictures.  Each Cadet has his / her own page on which you can include whatever 
you’d like and you can update it as often as you’d like.  The alternative methods to get info to me is 
email or the postal service.  If you have pictures but no scanner, send me pictures and I will scan 
them send the originals back.  I am trying to make it very easy for you and so far it is working great !! 
 
For those parents whose Cadets do not yet have a Cadet Profile page, please feel free to send in 
your information and you’ll have your very own.  This past summer during Basic one of the IL. 
upperclassmen noticed a 2012’s profile and saw her on the TZO.  He would not have known her 
unless he had seen her pictures on her profile page. 
 

SEE THIS NEWSLETTER IN COLOR AT THE CLUB’S WEBSITE  
If you regularly visit the website and do not need the paper version, 

let me know. 


